g6     THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

his brother; for although he had asked to go back, he did
not live to receive his father's answer. He was burnt alive
while feasting with his staff as the guest of Nimr, the master
of Shendi.

Nimr had been severely reprimanded by Ismail for having
incited his tribe to rise against the Egyptians, and he affected
to submit and accept the heavy fine exacted from him. But
he planned a terrible revenge. He asked Ismail and his staff
to feast with him in his palace of mud and straw, and sur-
rounded the whole place with fodder and branches of trees
ostensibly for the horses, but really for lighting a fire that
would devour everything. When the feast was over Ismail
and his men found themselves surrounded by hills of fodder
and wood all ablaze, and outside the ring of fire Nimr's men
were ready with their bows and arrows to shoot those ^ho
tried to escape their fate.

Ismail and his men perished, but El Defterdar, the con-
queror of Kordofan (who was Ismail's brother-in-law), vowed
to Tiave revenge, and two thousand men from the tribe were
killed, not, however, including Nimr, who had fled after his
fiendish banquet. Thus was Mohammed Ali bereft of his two
younger sons, Toussoun and Ismail, in the pursuit of his
policy of aggrandisement.

The loss of Ismail was received with great consternation in
Cairo, but Mohammed Ali did not abate his interest in the
Sudan, He left Defterdar Bey to continue the subjugation of
the Sudan, ordered a new capital to be built which was named
Khartoum, and asked for a Sudanese contingent to be sent
to Egypt to be conscripted for his new army.

The story of the creation of a new modern army in Egypt
is one that would add more lustre to the name of Mohammed
AH than anything else. After Ibrahim's victorious return
from Arabia, Mohammed Ali decided to launch out on his
new reforms regardless of the opposition of his Albanians.

It was at this time that Napoleon's regime in Europe
collapsed, and a large, number of French officers who loathed
the government of Louis XVIII left France and offered their
services to governments in far-off countries. Egypt to the
French was still a name to conjure with, and to Egypt